The functions of these bodies are not well understood, and there is not much opportunity of studying some of them, as they shrink at or about birth and gradually become smaller with advancing years, except when diseased.
On account of this shrinking at or after birth they have generally been looked on as diverticula to the cir culation during foetal life. That this is their chief function is very probable, and an attempt will be made to render this more apparent by a more minute examination, of their vascular supply and connections, than is generally given by physiologists when treating of these bodies. As the vascular supply of each gland is examined this will be applied to the explanation of certain clinical facts which are daily met with by physicians. But each gland cannot be considered satisfactorily by itself, because two or more appear to be united sometimes in producing one effect. For example, the shrinking of the thyroid gland and tonsils would appear to affect the circulation in the salivary glands and alveoli (dentition). The 3,000 to 6,000 feet. These men in going from one station to another will perhaps first descend 2,000 or 3,000 feet and then ascend perhaps even more than this. He found the disease commenced most commonly between 10 and 30 years of age ; and he points out that besides the influence of commencing pubertyat this period, there must also be taken into consideration the fact that it is during this period that active labour is commenced. Before proceeding to consider the thymus gland, a tracing of the subclavian artery and its branches, as given in Gray's Anatomy, will be made which will render more apparent the vascular connection of the thyroid and thymus glands. 
